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Women’s Patriotic 
Association (WPA) 

 Role was to assist troops 
and give help to their 
families at home. 

 Made bandages, knitted 
scarves, socks, hats, etc. for 
the Red Cross 

 Also raised funds for 
families who were grieving 
and cared for injured 
veterans. Raised $500,000 
by war’s end. 

 There were 150 branches of 
the WPA with 15,000 
members throughout 
Newfoundland. 

Newfoundland Patriotic 
Association (NPA) 

 Government made this 
group of 300 St. John’s 
volunteers responsible for 
managing Newfoundland’s 
war effort. 

 Different from other parts 
of the empire because 
governments usually 
controlled raising money 
for war. 

 Main duties included 
recruiting and supplying 
the Newfoundland 
Regiment, Royal Naval 
Reserve and Forestry 
Corps. 

 Government resumed 
responsibility for 
recruitment when 
enlistment dropped in 1917. 
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 The Cot Fund: provided cots for British hospitals as 

well as money for hospitals in London where 

Newfoundlanders stayed. 

 The Fish and Brewis Fund: fund to provide “comforts” 

to the soldiers. 

 The Mayo Lind Fund: set up after  Corporal Frank 

Lind’s letter in the Daily News  stated that it was 

“impossible to get a good pipe overseas.” Several 

shipments of tobacco were sent and Lind began being 

called “Mayo” (after a popular brand of tobacco) a 

name he carried until he was killed at Beaumont-

Hamel. 

 The Aeroplane Fund: raised enough money to supply 

four aircraft to the British Expeditionary Force. 

 The Patriotic Fund: created for individuals or 

companies who wanted to do their patriotic duty by 

making monetary donations to the war effort. 

Examples of various funds  set up by  

Newfoundland Patriotic Association 

Conscription 
 As the war dragged on, 

people were shocked by the 
high rate of casualties and 
the number of men 
enlisting declined. 

 In order to remain a 
significant force, the 
Newfoundland Regiment 
had to maintain a strength 
of at least 1,000 trained and 
outfitted men. 

 The government considered 
conscription (forced 
military service) and in 
early 1918 introduced the 
Military Service Act. 

 Required all unmarried 
men aged 19 – 25 to register 
for service. 
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For Conscription 

1. Newfoundland pride is 
at stake. If 
undermanned, the 
Newfoundland 
Regiment could be 
made part of Canadian 
Army. 

2. The British Empire is 
facing a threat and 
Newfoundland should 
support Britain. 

3. Britain passed 
conscription in 1916, 
Canada did it in 1917, 
now Newfoundland 
should. 

1. The government has no 
right to force men to 
fight. Men should 
choose to sacrifice 
their lives willingly. 

2. This is a European war 
far away from 
Newfoundland.  We 
should not be forced 
into it. 

3. St. John’s merchants 
are getting rich from 
this war. Why should 
the working class risk 
their lives so the rich 
can get richer?  

Against Conscription 


